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We must accept finite disappointment,

but never lose infinite hope.
—Martin Luther King Jr.

Featuring the choirs
of Temple Emanu-El
and Calvary Baptist Church

With members of the
Greater Haverhill
Clergy Association

“A Knock at Midnight”
Martin Luther King Jr., "A Knock at Midnight,"
in Strength to Love (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2010), 56–58.

The deep darkness of midnight is interrupted by the sound of a knock.
On the door of the church [or synagogue] millions of people knock.
...The traveler asks for three loaves of bread. He wants the bread
of faith. In a generation of so many colossal disappointments, men
have lost faith in God, faith in man, and faith in the future.... In the
midst of staggering disillusionment, many cry for the bread of faith.
There is also a deep longing for the bread of hope ... even in the
inevitable moments when all seems hopeless, men know that without
hope they cannot really live, and in agonizing desperation they cry for
the bread of hope.
And there is the deep longing for the bread of love. Everybody
wishes to love and be loved. He who feels that he is not loved feels
that he does not count. Much has happened in the modern world to
make men feel that they do not belong.... Bewildered by this tendency
to reduce man to a card in a vast index, man desperately searches for
the bread of love.

"Antidotes For Fear"
Strength to Love (1963)

Courage, the determination not to be overwhelmed by any object,
however frightful, enables us to stand up to any fear.... Evil and pain
in this conundrum of life are close to each of us, and we do both
ourselves and our neighbors a great disservice when we attempt to
prove
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challenged by courage, which is the power of life to affirm itself
instead of life’s ambiguities. This requires the exercise of a creative
will that enables us to hew out a stone of hope from a mountain of
despair.
Courage faces fear and thereby masters it.

"Perserverance"
Margaret J. Wheatley, in Perserverance
(Oakland, CA: Berrett-Koehler Publishers, 2010)

There is a river flowing now very fast.

It is so great and swift that there are those who will be afraid, those
who will try to hold on to the shore. They are being torn apart and will
suffer greatly.

Know that the river has its destination. The elders say we must let go
of the shore. Push off into the middle of the river and keep our heads
above water.

And I say, see who is there with you and celebrate.

At this time in history, we are to take nothing personally. Least of all
ourselves, for the moment we do, our spiritual growth and journey
come to a halt.

The time of the lone wolf is over. Gather yourselves. Banish the word
struggle from your attitude and vocabulary.

All that we do now must be done in a sacred manner and in
celebration. For we are the ones we have been waiting for.

We Rise
Batya Levine and Noam Lerman, November 2016

We rise… humbly hearted
Rise… we won’t be divided
Rise… with spirit to guide us
Rise!

Chorus:

In hope, in prayer,
We find ourselves here
In hope, in prayer,
We’re right here (x2)

We rise… all of the children
Rise… elders with wisdom
Rise… ancestors surround us
Rise!

We rise… up from the wreckage
Rise… with tears and with courage
Rise… fighting for life
Rise!

Service co-led by

Cantor Vera Broekhuysen and Rabbinic Intern Elisheva Pripas
Temple Emanu-El
and

Pastor Kenneth Young
Calvary Baptist Church

With music leaders

Walter Medley III
Music Minister, Calvary Baptist Church

Joe Devoe
Former Music Minister, Calvary Baptist Church
President, Merrimack Valley NAACP

We thank those interfaith clergy who participated tonight:
Rev. Frank Clarkson, Unitarian Universalist Church of Haverhill
Katrina Hobbs-Everett, Associate Pastor, Rehoboth Lighthouse Full Gospel Church
Tori Rosati, Intern Minister, Unitarian Universalist Church of Haverhill
Rev. Dee Woodward, Bridge Priest, St. James Episcopal Church, Groveland

We gratefully acknowledge our elected officials
who participate in this service:
US Representative Lori Trahan
Haverhill Mayor Jim Fiorentini

Claire Breger-Belsky, Zoom technician,
HC Media for broadcasting this service.
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